The Growth of Sudan Communications
five  miles  down stream  from  the  bridge—towards  El
Obeid.
The distance from Kosti to El Obeid is 190 miles and
the railway traverses the flat, scrub-covered plain of
Eastern Kordofan, deviating slightly to the southward
of a direct line in order to pass by the wells of Um Ruaba
and Rahad. These two villages were ruling points on
the Kosti-El Obeid line, both because they were the only
two places where water was immediately available and
because the surrounding districts comprised some of the
best gum-forests of the Province and some of the best
grazing grounds for cattle.
Throughout a great part of Eastern Kordofan water is
very scarce, and to improve the supply deep bore-holes -
were sunk at various points along the line of route and
an abundant supply of water was found at depths ranging
from 300 to 600 feet. Not only did this increase the
efficiency of the railway by reducing the dead4oad of the
trains, but also conferred on the native population the
benefit of an increased water supply for their herds ;
thereby helping to foster the cattle trade which soon
began to grow to importance.
The track reached El Obeid at the end of 1911, and on
February 27th, 1912, the formal opening of the line took
place at El Obeid in the presence of Lord Kitchener and
the Governor-General.
The opening of the El Obeid railway marked the end of
the third stage of railway development in the Sudan.
The valley of the Blue Nile between Khartoum and Sennar—
the most fertile tract in the country—was now traversed
by the railway: the extension of the line across the
White Nile into Central Kordofan opened up to trade
the gum-producing areas and the extensive grazing
grounds of that province ; the less settled areas of Western
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